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Appearance of City

There are two distinct parts to the city of Vilniue, capital of the
Lithuanian SSR. The old sectlon has narrow wilnding streets mostly

" paved with red brick-like stones and laid out without a plan.. The

houses here are uf:old sifle}, hop moperthenithres sberdesrhtghy ghd .2
most have cou.rtyard entrances. Within the doorways there are black-
boards listing the names of residents. FEach house has a house guard

who 18 responsibii.. to the house administretor.

The new section of the cilty consists mainly of the two principal suburbs
Zverynas and Antalildis, Both are laid .out according te plan with
straight streets, mostly of cobblestone, and street lights (50-wat bulbs)
every hundred meters. -Houses in .thls section are three and four st ries
high and are numbered with odd numbers on the right side as one wa

toward the higher numbers. Street names are found at all intersections.,

Gedemino Street iz the main gtreet in Vilnius. It 1s wide, asphalted, well=
l#ghted, hag trees along both sides, and carries heavy traffiec from &ya.m.
+d midnight. Among the governmgnt offices located on Gedemino Street are
the following: '

as ISSR Central Committee building, housing republic and local offices
_.of the Communtst Party. -This building, which is located at 32 Gedemino,
71 a three-story building of relnforced. concprete with three large
‘columng supporiing the roof. The windows are approximately three .
meters high and three tieters wide.

Y. ILSSR Supreme Soviet.
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c. -LSSR Soviet of Ministers
d. LSSR Minlstry of the Fishing Industry
e. IBSR Forelgn Affairs Minlgtry
f. LSSR Ministry of State Security (MGB)
g. Republic, oblast, aﬁd city offices of the military presecutor (sic)

L. Administrative offices controlling the sale of food products and
.consumer goods In Vilnius

1. Vilnius Executive Committee and the most important city administra-
tive offices at 33 Gedemino Street

Vilnius is dtvided into several eity rayons (rayoni), ineluding Lenin
Rayon, Dzerzhinsk Rayon, and Stalin Rayon. In metters involving housing,
repalirs, and the reglefration of birtha, deaths, and marriages, the
average citizen deals mostly with Executive Committee branch .offices
located In these rayonl. Persons som¢times deal with the militia office
where they are registersd. Besides those offices already listed as being
on Gedemino Street, other adwinigtrative offices in Vilnius include the
city militia administration and the OBKhS /anti-black market unij:7 which
are located on Mindaugo Street, the ISSR Mil{tsry Commissariat on
Totoriu Street, the Minlstry of Meat and Milk Production on Traku Street,
and the LSSR Ministry of the Interior (MVD) on Radvilaites Street.

Locations of some important buildings in Vilnius inelude the followings

8. Vilnius department store (¥ilnieus Miesto Universslinis Magazings )

on the .corner of Gedemino and Liudo Giros GLreets. TALE 18 & Fours
gtory conerete bullding where everything from buttons, face phiwder,
and children's toys t¢ suits, radios, and motoreycles ig sold.

b. Hotel Vilnlus, the main hotel in the city, at 22 Gedemino Street.
This is a four-story buillding marked by a large sign. Single and
double rooms with closets, telephones, and radio loudspeskers are
available st 25 and 50 rubles per night, respectively. -This is a
first class hotely 1t has a restaurant, and the staircames are
covered with carpets.

e. Hotel Bristol, also located on Gedemino Street.

- d. Lithuenien drams and opera theater on Bassnaviciaus Street, . Thig

concrete bullding ;is fronted by & steddway and four large columns.
The theater has a large balcony.

@, Russlan drama theater on the corner of Luido Giros and Gedemino Streets.

£, Vilnius Officers® Club at Kutuzov Place (formerly Napoleon Place).

This is a large four-story building whose yard is a beautiful park.

-The atructure ig 1light yellow in.color with broad cement steps and

columng. Inslde are a hotel, restaurant s dancing anfl concert halls.
g. Vilnius State Philhermonic at 5 Ausros-Vartu Street.

h. *"Moskva" movie thester on DidziloJi Street.

1. Vilnius Art Museum, also on Didziojl Street.

do Vilnlus prison (the infamous Lukiskis Prison) near Lukiskia Place.
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Besldes Gedemino Street, other important streets in Vilnius are the.
following:

&, - Komjaunimo Street (formerly Pylimo Street)

b. Didzis)li Street

¢. Kalvariju Street

d. Luido Giros Street
&, Basanayvieciaus Street
f. Mindaugo Street

All are payved with elther cobblestones .or brick-like stones, are well
lighted, and always carry heavy traffle.

The main monument in Vilnius 1s at the end .of Gedemino Street -on Dedeminas
Hill. Here are located the ruine of a castle, the historic residence of
the former Lithuanian Grand Dukes. -The Chernyakovskiy Monument is located
in a park on Gedemino Street and was built in 1945 to honer the late
Bolshevik general, Chernyakovskly.

During the war the most seriously.damaged part of the city was the ares
of the Jewish Ghetto, from Vollecu Street te Luldo Gires Street, aleong

Gedemino Street as far as Totoriu Street, and turning into DidzioJI and
Subaciaus Streets as far as the rallway freight station. Reconstruction

.work was done only on partly dameged homesj ruins of completely destroyed

houses were. not even removed.

: ,Pogulatipn

ThHere are more than 120,000 inhabitants in Vilnius. The mejority. of them
are Lithuanlans, Russians, and Jews. Minority groups include Poles,
Belorussians, and Georglans. The population of the eity greatly in-
creased after 1945 for the following reasons:

‘a. Nearly all Poles were repatriated to Poland and persons all over

Lithuanis were mgbilized to.come to Vilnius to fill thelr places.
Most persong came with their familigs.

‘b, Most Lithuanian Jews who survived the German occupation moved to

‘Vilnius and Invited thelr relatives from the USSR to live there too.-

c. All (sic) Saviet soldiers and officers demobilized in Vilnius Pe-
mained there and had their families and relatives Jjoin them.

The resulf is a .critical housing shortage in Vilnius.
Controle

The Vilnius militias hss five sectlons or sub-offices. Each one is responsible

" for the rayon which it patrols and in which it makes various checks. Fach

rayon is divided = - according to streets and each street 1s the respomsibility
of one militis officer and & certain number of militiamen. Therefore,

. all ptreets are equally guarded, with the exception of Gedemino, Tuide Giros,

DidzieJi, Komjaunimo, Kalveriju, Redvilaites, and Mindsugo,where there is
always heavy traffic and where the central MGB, MVD, end other offices

are located. At night, these streets plus Totoriu, Pilies, Traku, Vokieciu,
Basanavielaus, Daminlkonu, Geliu, and Arkliu streets have, in addition to
foot patrols, mounted militismen who travel in platoons of five men wseh.
Traffic almost completely stops et 1 a.m., though there are no militia=
imposed traffic Admitations at this hour. ’
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ViITtary Units

The 16th Division 1s garrisomed on Kalveriju Street in Vilnius. There
are, in additlion, quite a number of MVD units in town.

Rail and Water Transportation

IThe Vilnius reilway statlon is at the end of Geliu Street and was beling
recongtructed in 1947. The area around the station is surrounded by &

wooden fence and guarded by railway employees and members .of the rall«

way police. All tracks leading from Vilniug sre standsrd broad-gauge

tracks.

Vilnius has a rather smsll harbor. Passenger steamships of approximstely
60 tons go up to Berkilai. There im no .control on buying tickets, since
the traffic moves vis inland waterways. -There are guard installaticns at
the harbor.

Electficity

The electric curvent at Vilnius is mormslly 220 volts and there Is 1o
dimming or sudden surging of power. Inhabitants of Vilnlus are Forbtdden
to use electric stoves or refrigerators. Use .of electric current for
1lght or for operating radio sets is not forbidden, provided comsumption
does not exceed the allowed smount. Using more than the quota makes

one liable to.a fine corresponding to the smount of the execess. PBualbs
used burn qulte long and thelr quality seems to be gadd. Bulbs =old =re
af two sorts, 110 volts and 220 wvolts, though only 220-volt bulbs are

~used in VYilnius.

Trade

There are two main market places in Yilmius. One is "Hale™, situeted not
far from the rallway stations the other im "Kalvariju Turgus®, on he
opposite side of town at the end of Kalvariju Street. Farmers bring
such products as hgrries, mushrooms, potatoes, butter, cheese, milk,
oniong, tometoes, bacon, meat, end smwell 1ive pigs to market. Farmers
1iving nearby who have little to.carry come on footj others come by
horsewagon .or other means of transportation.

Market operations usuvally start at 8 sn. At 5330 p-m. & whistle 18 blown
by the militia es a warning ta finish treding. Immedistely, the milttis
starts driving farmers and customers from the square. Those farmers who
can leave their horses and wagons Wwith friends do so and are free then ia

do what they like after %330 p.m. The farmers ususlly eat and drink st the

nmumerous small inns, leahouses, and beer cafes around the market place.
There is no fixed time for the farmers te leave town after the marketing
hours are aver. o -

There is no restriction whatever on goods in the shops of ¥ilnius., TE

is, hoyever, difficult to get sugar, flowr, good material for clothfng, or
a good sult. Most black marketesring inmvolves material for elothing,
women's Bkirts, and good blankets., The Vilnius militia, like all ofher
ares militias, have specinl OBKhS sections te Fight black marketeering,
OBJHE 1leutenants in-elvilian clothes visit mexets; and, whenever they
run across something wrong, they arrest the pefson concerned .on The spat ,
confiseate the goods, and deliver them to the city Finance Seetion, "Mhis
section determines their value and sells the goods to the congumar

organization,which 1n turn sells them to the consumers. The money htained

iz paid into the Finance Section's current account st the State Bank,

Newspapers and Radios

The following daily newspapers are edited in Vilnius: Tiesa (Truth),

published in Lithuanisn and selling for 20 kopeks, and Sovetskays Litva
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{sovlet Tithuenla), publishéd in Russian. Magazines are

Rowe of Youth), Pergele (Victery), Komunistas (The Commm

Agitatoriavs Bolknptas (Wotebook.of the Agltator), Mokslas

Scicnce And CUlLure ,.) Other newspapers 11%‘ Vim“i are. Hg

Menss (Selewse =nd Art), Ko 10 Tiesa (Komsomel Truth), llevtuves

2 omi%rius (‘.’L'he %ithua;xia,n Ploneer), a Vﬁlﬁﬁiﬁﬁiy‘lﬂm%ﬂ% :
aBETE NeWwspaper) . ' '

Radlo programs can be listened to by all who bave radio sets. ILocdl
transmitters are opernting. Approximately 45 percent of all radlo sets
are capsble of recelving forelgn stations, Although there is no offielsl
prohibition against listening te forelgn statioms, 1t is dangerous o ;éta«
.80y sinee,If such setivity were reported, it could serve ag =z basgls T
proof of counter-revolutionary activities and result in.a long prisom term.
Mogt vadie sets .are Soviet make. OF foreign brands, Ferentl and PHIIIIps
sBets dominate. »

ix fultwrs
B 1T

The pedple have good judgment . a8 to what is truth and what 1¥ propagenda
in the press end on the radic. All news from ebroad is gagerly noted
and the development of International sffeirs im yery cerefully watched.

Employment )

Esch mipistry has o speelal so-galled Plenning Sectlon (Plamm Skyrfms)
which fixes wérking norms and selsries and confirms the number of
ppenings. for all subsectlions of the minifstry. The whole Ilst Is sulmitied
to the repihlic Plan Commission which must confirm the norms, mmber- of

[: ngs, and galariss. -If no alteyations sre made, the minlstry recelves
baek the gconfirmed plen snd ¢an déliver it to the varlous subsections.

25X1A

Nelther the dirsctor of 'a concern nor the personnel sectlon chief.ls asuthorized

to exceed the mumber ¢f smployses allobted by the ministry to his offfce
or congern. If this mmber 1s excesded and if this yidlation comes to

the attention of the Pipance mection (which is authorized to make ré-
wislons ), the excess.of state funds mpent in paying unsuthorized employees
is .counted as having been embezzled -mnd the official iz lisble to domrt
aetlon.

The ‘salary,of an employee depends upon the position held and the ministry

to whieh his gPfice belongs. It is almept imposeible far the average
enployes or worker to make a llving.on his salsry. : '

Housing
The best houses in Vilnius are occupled by MGB -and MYD employees, high

~Party offiecials, govermment and military personrel. Most of these persons

Iive on Uzuplo Street. Because Vilniug 1s overcrdwded, average employees
and workers. 1lve in very hnmble rooms containing little epace. Singte
vorkers and those without familles have quarters in factory darmitoriss
Juntil they find g room, which they take even if 1t 1s yery distant Prom
“thelr place of work. . '

In the first class hotels such as the Vilnius and the Bristol, rooms ecan
be obtained without any difficuliy because sverything is expenslve and
theve 15 = congtant lack of guésts. ' '

cmmnunisavtigns .

Dial telephones ere ingtalled in Vilniug. Inhabitants usually use public
telephones, giunce private phones are found only in homes of high ofifcisls

e in offices. To telephone fram & dlal pay.station, one needs a 15 kopek

plece. When the nmumber 1s dialed, the party which esnswers will be hesrd
softly at first. Then the 15 kopek piece is. inperted snd the party can
Be heard in full voleg. If the mmber does not answer, any Inserted coin

1s autematically retinned. Source has not heard of Locsl calls being tapped.
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Telegrams are gent from. the telegraph office,where the text is Pilled In
on & blenk form. The fee depends upon the number of words. WNo ome agks

for the sender's personal documents, Source knows of no gpecial censor-

ghip of mail of the average elvilian. Letters of people under sugpiclon
are, however, controlled by MiB officials.

Medicel Facilities

The Ministry of Health is located in Vilnfus. .There are about ten poly-

clintes, & tuberculosis sanatoriup, a elinic for eye disgases, and &
number of general hospltels in the eity. Private medical esslstance i
free for every cltizen. Doctors and professors can recelve private
patients at the hospltals. ar polyelinies after working hourg. Any

_cltizen can be hospitalized 1f there is space aveileble.

In case af 11llness s one must go"to the city polyclinic reglatration office
and show hig passport. He is then sent to the respective speciallst,
where he swaits his turn. '
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